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THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.
[L. S.]
To the Inhabitants of the Toivn of Chester, in the County of Rocking-
ham, in said State, qualified to vote in Toivn Affairs. .
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in
said town on Tuesday the eighth day of March next at nine
of the clock in the forenoon to act upon the following
subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year
ensuing.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to
defray town charges for the ensuing year, and make appro-
priation of the same.
3. To hear the reports of Agents,Auditors, Committees
or Officers heretofore chosen, and pass any vote relating
thereto.
4. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropri-
ate a sum of money for salary of Librarian, and to defray
the running expenses of the Public Library.
5. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropri-
ate a sum of money for the decoration of Soldiers' graves.
6. To see if the Town will vote to repair the State
Highway and raise and appropriate a sum of money there-
for.
7. To see if the Town will vote to build the State
Highway from Mrs. John W. Noyes' to the Brick School
House.
8. To see if the Town will vote to rent 20 or more hy-
drants for fire purposes, provided a Water Company is or-
ganized for the purpose of bringing water into Chester Vil-
lage for fire and other purposes, and raise and appropriate a
sum of mone)'^ therefor.
9. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropri-
ate a sum of money towards building a suitable fence around
the Monument Common.
10. To see if the Town will accept the Trust Fund left
by James P.Brown, M. D., of ^5000.00, the interest to be
used for High School instruction in Chester.
11. To see what action the Town will take regarding
the care of, and attendance with the Hearse.
12. To see if the Town will vote to put the Cage in the
basement of the Stevens Hall.
i3.5;To see|if the Town will vote to purchase a Piano
for the Stevens Hall and raise and appropriate a sum of
money^therefor.
14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropri-
ate a sum of|money to build a sidewalk on the highway lead-
ing from the Town[Hall to Shackford's corner.
15. To see if the Town will vote to choose one or three
Road Agents.
i6. To choose Agents or Committees in relation to any
article embraced in this Warrant.
Given under our hands and seal this- 21st day of Feb-

















Town Clerk—Cyrus F. Marston.
Selectmen— George D. Rand, \\illiaiii T. Owen, James
E. McCannon.
Overseer of the Poor—James E. McCannon.
Town Treasurer—Arthur H. Wilcomb.
Collector of Taxes—George S. Webster.
School Board—George A. Hosley, JNIartha T. Learn-
ard, Edwin H. Anderson.
School District Treasurer—John M. Webster.
Representative—George D. Rand.
Library Trustees—Herbert W. Robie, Francis E. Ro-
bie, John H. Robie.
Constables—James W. Towle, James W. Gordon.
Special Police—Edwin P. Jones, James E. McCannon
Supervisors of the Checklist—Edwin P. Jones, Wal-
ter I. Martin, William N. Colby.
Auditors—Cyrus F. Marston, George S. West, Addison
A. Bean.
Health Officers—Cyrus F. Marston, William T. Ow-
en, Walter I. Martin.
Cemetery Trustees—Cyrus F. Marston, Robert H.





Number of polls, 206
Number of horses, 230 .
Number of oxen, 10
Number of cows, 308
Other neat stock, 81
Number of sheep, 11
Number of mules, 5
Number of carriages and autos, 5
Number of hogs, 16
Number of Fowls, 325
Bank stock

























State tax . . . $1688 00
County tax . . . 1457 09




May 5, J. C. Whittemore, for
labor
7, C. J. Eastman, for la-
bor
17, G. A. Cammett, for
labor
18, L. B, Richardson, for
labor
22, G. N, Roberts, for la-
bor
29, J. C. Whittemore, for
labor
29, J. W. Towle, for labor
29, Osman Spofiford, for
labor
29, E. P. Jones, for labor .
29, J. W. Gordon, for labor
29, Austin J. Lane, for la-
bor
June 7, Newton E. Emerson,
for labor
10, Albert L. Warren, for
labor
25, Albert L, Warren, for
labor . . 50 00
26, W. D. Willoughby, for
labor . . 46 10
26, J. W. Towle, for labor 35 00
July 31, J. W. Gordon, for labor 8 35









etc. . . $ 6 64.
Webster Bros., pruners,






Feb. 15, Paid Geo. S. Webster . $113 96
PERAMBULATING TOWN LINES.
1909.
Nov. 27. Paid Elmer D. Brown, sur-
veyor . . $ 2 00
Walter Dudley, sur-





Feb. 15, PaidR. H. Barker, M. D.,
for professional ser-
vices to Myron
Brown's family . $i^l75
E. H. Anderson, for sup-
plies furnished Myron
Brown by order of
Board of Health . 681
Webster Bros., for sup-'
plies for Myron
Brown . 3 20
Cyrus F. Marston for
services as Member
of Board of Health 5 50
W. I. Martin, for ser-
vices as Health Offi-
cer, etc. . 5 75
$37 01
RETURN OF MARRIAGES, BIRTHS AND DEATHS-
1910
Feb. 15, Paid James G. Robertson
for two marriages . 50
Ralph H. Barker, M, D.
for return of 7 births,
10 deaths . 4 2:;
$4 75
18
TUITION OF PUPILS AT SCHOOL OUT OF TOWN.
1910
Feb. ic;, Paid John M. Webster, for




May 29, Paid Herbert Fuller, for
horse injured in cul-
vert . . $75 00
INJUNCTION PROCEEDINGS
1909
May 29, Paid Wesley Adams . $10 20
July 31, Taggart, Tuttle, Bur-
roughs & Wyman . ^5^5
31, Burnham, Brown, Jones
& Warren . 13 9
1
Dec. 20, Geo. G. Adams . 20 00
1910
Jan, 29, Paid Burnham, Brown,
Jones & Warren . 44 09
LEGAL ADVICE.
1909




Nov. 22, D. A. Taggart . $ 2 oo
1910




May 29, Paid James E. McCannon . $8 50
18 50
PUBLIC WATERING TROUGH REPAIRS.
Nov. 27, Paid Charles .F True . $27 83
«27 83
WITNESSES IN CASE OF BROWN AND CHESTER.
May 29, Paid Geo. D. Rand "'. $58 99
$58 99
FOREST FIRE.
Aug. 28, Paid J. F. Sargent . $12 50
OLD HOME DAY.
Aug. 28, Paid Geo. S. West . $100 00
MEMORIAL DAY.
May 29, Paid Edward J. Robie . $50 00
MISCELLANEOUS BILLS.
1909.
Nov 27, Paid L.H. Pillsbury for sur-
veying Town Hall lot $2 75
1910.
Feb. 15, Geo. E. Rand, for let-
tering and setting





Geo. E. Rand, for haul-








Feb 15, Paid Cyrus F. Marston . $22 00
May 29, Cyrus F. Maist )n, for
copies of record iu ac-
cordance to laws of





















Albert M. Hardy, ser
vices and expenses
John M. Webster, ser
vices and expenses





John H. Robie, services
and expenses . $ 16 39
Geo. D. Rand, services
and expenses . 12 00





Feb. 15, Paid Cyrus F. Marston . $3 00
George S. West . 3 00
$6 00
SELECTMEN'S AND AUDITOR'S EXPENSES.
Feb. 15, Paid George A. Dolber . $4 00
$4 00
NOTICE.
All taxes assessed in the Town of Chester for the year
1909, not paid on or before the first day of April next, will be
advertised and collected as the law directs.
GEORGE S. WEBSTER, Collector.
Chester, N. H., Feb. 21, 1910.
OVERSEER OF THE POOR.
REPORT OF JAMES E. McCANNON.
Transient,
Paid J. E. McCannon for 6 transients,
G. A. Dolber, five transients
Mrs. C. G. McDuffie, one tran-
sient
Thomas jMitchell.
Paid Mrs. Willard R. Stowe for board
3 days
James W. Towle for time and







Paid E. P. Jones, conveying to State
Asylum . . $6 25
Ralph H. Barker for medical ex-
amination . . 2 00
G. R. Bennett for medical exam-





Paid G. A. Dolber, team to convey
to county farm . ^3 00
G. A. Dolber for team to county
farm to settle with commis-
sioners . . 3 00
COUNTY PAUPERS.
Elijah Stockvvell.
Paid Fanny West for board and nurs-
ing from Jan. 13th to June
1 6th . .
;
W. I. Martin, for casket
Ralph H. Barker for professional
services
A. H. Wilcomb for goods









Collected from Rockingham County
and paid to Town Treasurer . $218 00
Chester, N. H., Feb. 21, 1910.
We hereby certify that we have examined the accounts
of the Selectmen and Overseer of the Poor for the year end-
ing Feb. i^, 1910, and find them correctly cast with satis-
factory vouchers for the several charges.
CYRUS F. MARSTON,} ,.
GEORGE S. WEST, j" -^^^^itors.




















































discount on taxes paid on or before Aug. 1, .
.
cash paid for printing stationery and postage,















































paid for county tax
paid for state tax
paid for books, etc.. for public library
paid for public library expenses
paid for support of schools
paid for school books and supplies
paid for tuition of pupils in academies out of town. .
.
paid for improvements on roads and bridges
paid for re;noving brown tailtd moth nests . .
paid for abatement of taxes
paid for collecting taxes
paid for interest on iiotes and trust funds to Feb.
I.5th, 11)10
paid for care and attendance with hearse . .
paid for care of cemeteries
1 paid for school house repairs 1908
1 paid for ilamage on highways
1 paid for insurance on town clock and Steven's Hall.
.
I paid for care of common
I paid for returning of marriages, births and deaths .
1 paid for fighting forest fires
I paid for support of poor
I paid for breaking roads
1 paid for perambulating town lines
I paid for board of health, services and expenses
1 paid for legal advice
1 paid for old home day
1 paid for witness fees in case Brown v Chester
1 paid for repairs on watering trough
1 paid for Jail cell
1 paid fur moving hearse house
1 paid for moving engine house and repairs on same.
.
I paid for miscellaneous bills
1 paid for repairs etc , on town hall
1 paid for Steven's Memorial Hall
I paid for dog officer services
1 paid for district clerk services
1 paid for scliool district enumerator
I paid for school board salaries
paid for town clerk's services and expenses
paid for supervisors of the check list services
paid for police service^
paid for auditor's services
paid for town treasurer's salary
paid for overseer of poor, services and exijenses
paid for selectmen services and expenses
paid for selectmen's and auditor's expenses





















































With Arthuk H. Wilcomb, Town Treasuuek. Ck.
1909-1910.
By cash on hand February loth. 1909 $4194 93
March By cash ot A. A. Bean tor rent of town hall to Jan.
1,1909 5 05
April By casli of Parish G. Ijewis, for note of 4 1.2 per cent 500 00
May By cash of (ieorge W. Stevens estate part of legacy
lor Hall 1725 00
By casli of (iecrge W. Stevens estate, part of legacy
for library T . . . 150 00
By cash of George VV. Stevens estate, part of legacy
for cemetery 150 00
By cash of George S.Webster, Co' lector, on 1908 tax
list 750 00
June By cash of C. F. Marston, town clerk, dog license fees 177 20
By cash of Hannah M. V\ illiams for Cemetery trust
fund 50 00
July By cash of Peter Nicarackers for pedler's license
No 1 • • • • • 5 00
By cash of George S. Webster, Collector, on 1909 tax
liirt 1075 00
By cash ot A E TlaMie.sfor pedler's license ^o. 2. .
.
5 00
By cash of Amoskeag Savings Bank, Interest on Ste-
ven's Hall Fund 08 00
August By cash of George S. Webster,Collector, on 1909 tax
list 2610 00
Sept. By casli of .^tate Forester, 1-2 of amount paid for
fighting forest fires 6 25
Oct. By cash of George W. Stevens estate part of legacy
for hall
^. '".... 1000 00
By cash of Merrimack lliver Savings Bank, Interest
on Steven's hall fund 30 00
Nov. By cash of George S. Webster, Coliector,on 1909 tax
list 825 00
Dec. By cash of state treasurer, railroad tax 180 23
By cash of state treasurer, savings bank tax 1853 44
By cash of state treasurer, literary fund 107 88
By Cdsh of state treasurer for proportion of school
fund J 01 58
1910 By cash of George. S Webster, Collector, on 1909 tax
list 1500 00
Jan . By cash of (ileorge W.Steven's estate, balance of lega-
cy for hall 328 35
By cash of George W.Stevens estate, balance of legacy
for Library fund 39 80
By cash of George W. Stevens estate,balance of legacy
for cemetery fund 39 80
Feb. By cash of Rockingham County for support of Poor. 218 CO
By cash of J. W. Gordon, balance due town on ac-
count of town hall for year ending Dec. 31, 19C9. 15 60
By cash of George S. Webster, Collector, balance of
19U8 tax list 245 20
By cash of George S. Webster, Collector, interest on
1908 tax list 32 08
By cash of George S. Webster, co lector on 1909 tax
list 380 oO
By cash of John C. Ramsdell, for note at 5 per cent.. 500 00
$21,869 39
32
FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF THE TOWN
For the Year Ending Feb. 15th, 1910.
Liabilities.'
Note dated May 3, 1904, due Ceme-
tery trustees in trust for John W.
Noyes Cemetery fund, interest
paid to Feb. i^th, 1910 . $300 00
Note dated Feb. 15th, 1905, due Cem-
etery trustees in trust for Jona-
than Pressey Cemetery fund, in-
terest paid to Feb. 15th, 1910 . 33 oo
Note dated March i^lh, 1905, due
Cemetery trustees in trust for
William White Cemetery fund,
interest paid to Feb. 15th, 1910 75 oo
Note dated Dec. 23, 1908, due Ceme-
tery trustees in trust for Luther
W. Flail Cemetery fund, interest
paid to Feb. 15, 1910 . 100 oo-
Note dated Dec. 24, ijo8, due Ceme-
tery trustees in trust for Edmund
Sleeper Cemetery fund, interest
paid to Feb. 15, 1910 . 45 oa
Note dated June 17, 1909, due Ceme-
tery trustees in trust for Hannah
M. Williams Cemetery fund, in-
terest paid to Feb. 15, 1910 . 50 00
Note dated Feb. 15, 1910, due Ceme-
tery trustees in trust for George
W. Stevens Cemetery fund . 339 So-
33
The above note being given in lieu of
four notes, dated June i, 1908,
Dec. 22, 1908, May 7, 1909, and
Jan. II, 1910, amounting to said
sum of $339 80
Note dated Feb. 15, 191 o, due Libra-
ry trustees, in trust for the
George W. Stevens Library fund 339 80
The above note being given in
lieu of four notes, dated June i,
1908, Dec. 32, 1908, May 7, 1909,
and Jan. II, 1910, amounting to
said sum of $339 80, interest be-
ing paid on all of said Stevens
notes to Feb. 15, 1910
Note dated April 24, 1909, due Farish
G. Lewis, with interest at 4 1-2
per cent. Interest paid to Feb.
15, 1910 . . 500 00
Note dated Feb. 15, 1910, due John
C. Ramsdell, with interest at 5
per cent . . 500 00
Amount of Jonathan Pressey legacy
for reservoir, with interest at 4
per cent to Feb. 15, 1910 . 398 89
Amount due from Town on account
• of the Joint Fund for State
Highway . 714 00
Total liabilities . $3394.49
34:
ASSETS.
Balance clue on tax list of 1909 . $1561 97
Cash in hands of Town Treasurer , 156 87
Total assets . . $1718 S4
Balance against the Town . $^^75 ^5
Statement of Joint Highway Fund.
Town contribution . . $714 00
State contribution . . 42S 40
Total joint fund available for
State Highway . . $1142 40
Statement of Legacies Received from the George W.
Stevens Estate.
Total amount received for Cemeter)-
fund and paid Cemetery trustees $339 8o'
Total amount received for Library
fund and paid Library trustees . 339 80
Total amount received for Hall fund $11,298 35
Interest received from deposits in
savings banks . . 98 00
Total amount . . $11,396 35
Amount Paid on Selectmen's Orders.
For plans and committee expenses,
paid in 190S . . ^252 59
For committee services and expenses . 196 63
For grading around hall . . 201 80
For injunction proceedings . 103 35
35
For architect services
For insurance on hall for 3 years
For gas house
For gas apparatus, etc.
For building hall, furnishing, etc.
Total amount paid on account of the
hall








Net cost to the town . . $ 441 06
ARTHUR H. WILCOMB, Town Treasurer.
Chester, N. H., Feb. 21, 1910.
This certines that we have carefully examined the ac-
counts of Arthur H Wilcomb, Town Treasurer, and find
them correctly cast and sustained by satisfactory vouchers,
and there remains in his hands at the close of the fiscal year
$156 87.
CYRUS F. MARSTON, } . ,.
GEORGE S. WEST, )' ^"^itors.
KEPORT OF THE STEVENS MEMORIAL
HALL COMMITTEE.
TO THE CITIZENS OE CHESTER:
Your committee have performed their duty to their
best ability and judgment under some of the most trying cir-
cumstances, and through the aid of two of the Selectmen
which no doubt the report will show has cost us all quite a lot
of money.
But forgetting the unpleasant part will turn to and most
heartily thank all those who abided by the majority vote and
helped us to get the most and best we could for our money.
j\Ir. George G. Adams of Lawrence, Mass., an Architect
of experience having been engaged to furnish plans and
specifications by vote of the Town, we further followed their
instruction by advertising for bids with the following results:
Mr. James A. Ross of Haverhill, Mass. ^i3'535 ^^
Head &^Dowst Co., of Manchester, N. H. 11,938 00
Mr. Blanchard F. Rice of Milford, N. H. 10,000 00
Mr. Charles H. Holmes of Portsmouth, N.^. 95984 00
Mr. Gilbert^H. Proctor[of Derry, N. H. 9,000 00
Mr. Farish G. Lewis of Chester, N. H. 9,000 00
Mr. Cyrus A. Martin^of Derry, N. H. 8,100 00
A change in the specifications necessitated an addition
of Fifty Dollars in the Contract Price making it $Si5o.oo,and
the work was begun at[once^ by Mr.^^Martin, he having fur-
H7
nished the lowest bid. And we would say that as the Estate
of George Washington Stevens, the donor, has but recently
been settled it was impossible for us to legally or rightfully
present the following account until the present time, and we
are very glad to feel that his friends and the Townspeople in
general will appreciate this most generous gift.
EXPENDITURES ON THE NEW HALL
AS PER FOLLOWING ITEMS.
Amount of Contract with Cyrus A.
Martin . >,i50 oo
FIRST BILL OF EXTRAS
Blasting 20 perch of stone
Extra on Monson Slate, 43 squares
5 Iron Rods .
4 W^ood Columns turned .
Extra, Cementing in Cellar 123 yard
6 drawers in Kitchen
False truss at Balcony
Floor under Stage
2 doors under Stage
Moulding on balcony front
Spruce Floor for balcony changed tc
N. C. Pine
L, B. Wilson, board three days
Extra Partition in cellar
Glass for cellar door




Extension on piazza . . $32 00
Gilt for ceiling borders . . 9 ^5
Cleats for Coat and Hat hooki . 3 00
George Adams Architect's bill . 2S0 00
Portland Stove Foundry Co., 1 urnacc
and Stove . . 452 75
George H, Carter for Mantle . 20 00
John Muir, Lumber for Light Plant . S7 56
C. H. Edwards for ALison Work un-
der furnace . . 4 00
A. M. Hardy for labor on Light Plant 38 25
E. P. Jones labor on Light Plant,
Painting, etc. . . 37 08
Josiah Fitz 4th, Bill for Teaming . 4 00
G. E. Gillingham, Lumber . 1123
E. R. Angell, Acetylene Lighting
Plant . . . 300 00
Freight on Lumber and Furniture . ^3 49
G. E. Gillingham for Dining Room
Tables . . . 23 25
Webster Brothers, Merchandise and
bills paid . . 88 01
G. K. & B. T. Bartlett services sign-
ing contracts . . 10 00
Everett E. Grififin for Merchandise . 10 00
C. L. Story stage curtains . 210 00
Heywood Bros. Furniture . 458 25
George G. Adams services on Injunc-
tion Case . . 20 00
Burnham, Brown, Jones and Warren
on Injunction Case . . 44 09
39
L. H. Pillsbury Shades for Windows
Heywood Brothers and Company,
Settees and Tables .














CHESTER FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY.
LIBRARIAN'S REPORT.
Books added to the library in 1909 130
Purchased with town money ' 68




Number of books taken out during the year 5^^3
Largest number taken out in any one day, Feb.
27, 1909 102
Smallest number, May 5, May 12, Sept. 8 15
Average for each library day 51
Per cent of fiction read 79
Per cent of non-fiction read 21
Dr.
Money received in fines . $4 44
From summer boarders . 15
Balance on hand from 1908 . 9 32
$13 91
Cr.
Expended for books and needed sup-
plies . . . $12 33
41
Cash on hand to balance , $15!
$13 91
In Ma}' a gift of about fifty books, mostly fiction, was
received from A. T. French. Other gifts have come from
Emmet Dinsmore, the heirs of C. H. Bell, and a Quaker.
Magazines subscribed for by the library are Hai'per's, Cen-
tury, Scribner's, McClure's, Mujisey, Review of Reviews,
Everybody's, Watson's Jeffersonian, Success, Ladies' Home
Journal, Children's Star, Christian Work and Evangelist.
Lucy C. Bell donates the Youth's Companion.
ISABELLE H. FITZ.
REPORT OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES.
Francis E. Robie, Treasurer.
Library Trust Fund.
George W. Stevens . . $339 80
Interest paid to Feb. 15, igio . 9 43











7, W, P. Goodman, bill of Sept
30th
7, W. P. Goodman, bill of Oct
30th
7, W. P. Goodman, bill of Dec
7th
8, Isabelle H. Fitz, 6 months'
salary
1910
Feb. 15, C. S. Wilcomb & Son, bill
15, E. H. Anderson, bill
16, W. P.Goodman, books
16, W. P. Goodman, books
16, Courier Publishing Co.
16, Express on books
16, Money order and stamps

















REPORT OF THE CEMETERY TRUSTEES.
Trust Founds.
The following is an account of the "Cemetery Trust
Funds" held by the Town of Chester, at three and one-half
per cent per annum.
44
Dk.
The John W. Noyes fund . $300 00
Cash balance Feb. 15, 1909 . 27 37
Interest to Feb. 15, 1910 . 11 32
Dk.
The Jonathan Pressey fund
Cash balance Feb, 15, 1909





Paid Robert H. Hazelton, for care of
the J. W. Noyes lot, and other
work in the cemetery
Cash to balance account
Dr.
The William W. White Fund
Cash balance, Feb. 15, 1909
Interest to Feb. 15, 1910
Cr.
Town Note— $75 00
Paid Robert H.Uazeltonfor care of the
Wrn. W. White lot





The Edmund Sleeper fund . $45 00
Cash balance, Feb. 15, 1909 . 23
Interest to Feb. 15, 1910 . i 57
SCHOOL WARRANT.
STATE OF NFAV HAMPSHIRE,
ROCKINGHAM,SS.
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Chester School District qualified
to vote in District Affairs.
A^ou are hereby notified to meet in the Town Hall,
in said Town, Saturday, the r2th day of March, 1910, at
two o'clock in the afternoon, to act upon the following sub-
jects:
1. To choose a Moderator.
2. To choose a Clerk.
3. To choose a member of the School Board for the
ensuing three years.
4. To choose a member of the School Board for the
ensuing year.
5. To choose a Treasurer.
6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Com-
mittees, or Officers heretofore chosen, and pass any vote
relating thereto.
7. To see if the District will vote to raise and appro-
priate a sum of money for the support of schools, in addition
to that required by law.
48
8. To see if the District will vote to raise and appro _
priate a sum of mone}^ to keep the school buildings in repair.
9. To choose Agents, Auditors, and Committees in
relation to any subject embraced in this Warrant.
10. To transact any other business which may legally
come before said meeting.
















Time has again brought us to tlie end of another school
year, and following the usual custom, we submit to the citi-
zens of the Town of Chester the following report:
The average session for the year has been a little over
thirty weeks schooling in all. Five of the schools have had
thirty-two weeks. Unfortunately on account of sickness of
the teacher, the school in No. 7 district, "Walnut Hill," has
lost tliree weeks, which we are in hopes will be made up this
coming year. The School Board think they have been very
fortunate in securing a good corps of teachers the past year.
We believe that there is a fundamental truth in the declara-
tion that it makes very little difference what you study, but
that it is in the highest degree important with whom you
study. As that distinguished teacher Phillips Brooks once
said, "There flows from the living teacher a power which no
text-book can compass or contain. Text-books supply in-
formation and discipline; teachers impart the life giving in-
spiration and impulse." The value of the well-trained teach-
er, alive to the best interests of his, or her school work,
faithful and efficient in the performance of their duties, can-
not be over-estimated. Under the old system education was
largely a pouring-in process. This is gradually being super-
seded by a new conception, that life is more of an unfolding
from within in response to influences from without. In
50
much of the work still carried on, however, the trend is
along lines of imitation. This has led to a narrowing of the
individual, and kills the creative instinct, so that it is the
exceptional man or woman who, at maturity, is not hopeless-
ly bound by the narrow-minded shackles of convention.
Creative work on the other hand transforms the indi-
vidual. Through it, alone, one grows till he or she has
gained a personality that makes them different from others,
more original.
Our Chester teachers are conscientious, faithful and ef-
ficient. Few changes have occurred in the corps the past
year. During the summer vacation. Miss Carrie A. Under
hill, of the Brick School, No. 3—one of our own town girls,
and a very successful teacher for a number of years, resigned
to enter into a matrimonial alliance, and Miss Sylvia Dins-
moor of Derry was appointed to fill her place.
Miss L. Evelyn Carter of Melrose, Mass., having taught
the No. I "Grammar School" with very good success nearly
a year, sent in her resignation in August, which necessitated
another search, which resulted in the appointment of Mr.
Thomas J. Cate, our Baptist minister. The choice appears
to have been exceptionally fortunate. Mr. Cate has entered
upon the duties with an energetic enthusiasm which prom-
ises to bring the school to a much greater degree of effi-
ciency than has hitherto marked the work.
We were very sorry we could not retain the services of
M-ss Eva R. Baker, teacher of the No. i Primary, until the
end of the year. Her method and system with the smaller
children in particular, was most excellent, she had that rare
gift of interesting and enthusing her scholars. But the
51
School Boird were again fortunate in securing the services
of Miss Martha L. Coolidge, a teacher of several years ex-
perience, to fill her place. In all lines the teachers are re-
sponding with an earnestness that makes for progress, and'
with the assumption of a larger responsibility by the home,
we are sure of securing good results in our schools.
There is apparent in many of the schools a careless, in-
different attitude, that is difficult to reach unless the parents
can be induced to assume a greater interest in matters. We
refer to the constant attendance of the pupils, which we are
sorry to say has not for the past year been up to the proper
standard. There is a growing tendency upon the part of
many parents to allow their children to stay at home for
trities. The law recognizes no excuse except sickness. The
work of all well-regulated schools is planned in such a way
that a day's absence is bound to result in some loss. The
child who is out a day every week, soon feels himself falling
behind, and loses interest in his studies. The parent alone
can bring the child to realize the importance of regular at-
tendance. Aside from the loss which such absence brings
in the line of studies, the habit of irregularity, the loss of
training in punctuality and attention to what should be the
child's first duty, is far too serious to be overlooked except
in extreme cases. It is very important that children should
form habits of punctuality in earl> life, it is one of the first
and most important principles of a progressive business
training. Children who are always "too late" or for one
reason or another are allowed to absent themselves from
school, are not the men and women who make a success in
life when they go out into the busy world. Punctuality,
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perseverance and industry, with a good moral training, are
stepping stones to bure success. The discipline in most of
the schools is fair, and in some excellent. The idea of good
discipline is to give each pupil as much freedom as possible
without interference with others. The aim is to make the
schools training places for good citizenship.
There are some schoolhouses much in need of repairs.
At the last School meeting there was no appropriation
raised for school repairs. Someone through a mistaken
idea of economy raised thepoint that we (the School Board)
could use 5 per cent, of the school fund for the purpose of
repairs, which meant taking two hundred dollars out of the
money appropriated for schooling of the children. An
oversight which came very near losing our State allowance
which^we can claim only on condition that we have thirty
weeks schooling. And right here we will state we have re-
reived the apportionment from the Superintendent of Public
Instruction for the first time, the amount being one hundred
and one dollars and some odd cents, which we sincerely
hope will continue. We wish to thank the Grand Army and
Woman's Relief Corps for their patriotic work in the schools.
We were pleased|to see by the registers that the parents and
others have taken an interest in and visited the schools so
generally. It^ls very encouraging to a teacher to have the
parents and frierds visit the schcol. The School Board are
thankful for and appreciate the hearty cooperation and
strong suppoit of the citizens of the town iu general. Re-
cognition of public services of private citizens or of public
officers is as important to the community as to those who
are honored. It helps us all to acknowledge what has been
5:h
done by any one of us, and makes others the more willing to
serve.
Ingratitude is as bad in communities as in individuals.
Let us stimulate one another to good works by frank and
frequent expressions of appre-ciation. This is the kind of
criticism that best deserves the name, for real criticism is
just valuation and not simple condemnation.
Respectfully submitted,
GEORGE A. HOSLEY,
)EDWIN H. ANDERSON, [ School Board.
MARTHA T. LEARNARD, )















































These are the names of the only pupils who did not miss
a half day during the year.
Names marked with a * were on the Roll of Honor two
terms; with a f one term.



























Jan, 13, Jennie B. Tirrell No. 7
Jan. 14, Helen E. Clement
14, Martha L. Cooliclge, primar
20, Mary E. Thayer
26, Sylvia M. Dinsmoor
26, Lizzie S. Hooke, No. 3
Feb. 16, Thomas J. Gate
FOR STATE CERTIFICATION.
1909
Dec. 23, May A. Coult . . S32 00
1910
Feb. 16, Thomas J. Gate . 33 00
57
Dec. 9, Robert H. Hazelton, 2 cords
pine wood
9, Garland Smith, fitted wood
for No. 5
1910
Jan. 17, S. E. Ray, fitted wood for
No. 8
26, A. P. Morse, fitted wood for
No. 7
26, C. H. Green, wood for No. 2
Jan. 28, George H. Dane, 11-2 cords
hard wood
Feb. 12, Webster Brothers, 1 cord .
hard wood
1909.
Oct. 28, Clifford E. Richardson, saw-
ing and housing wood . 1 00
1910.
Jan. 3, Clifford E. Richardson, fit-
ting wood . . 1 35
Jan. 31, Luther F. West, fitting wood 1 00
* 4
58
Dec. 23, May A. Coult, No. 8
1910.
Jan. 4, L'^ster W. Mitchell, sawing
wood, etc.
14, Helen E. Clement, No. 2
18, Horace West, No. 3
20, John G. Hall, Primary
27, Leonard Hill, No. 7




REPAIRS ON SCHOOL BUILDINGS.
1909
Sept. 4, F, G. Lewis, repairs at No. 8
Oct. 2, ]\I. A. Coult, book case at
No. 8 .
1910
Jan. 37, C. O. Morse, repairs at No. 7
Feb. 12, F. A. Coffin, repairs at No. 2
Received from town, balance 190S








Balance from last year . . $19 85
$19 85
Paid orders for repairs , . $19 85
^19 85
Chester, N. H., Feb. 18, 1910.
T hereby certify that 1 have examined the accounts
of John M. Webster, treasurer of the School District of the
Town of Chester for the year past and find them correctly
cast with satisfactory vouchers for the several charges.
CYRUS F. MARSTON, Auditor.
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